
 
 
 

State Epidemiology  
Outcomes Workgroup  

 
Thursday, June 5, 2008 

9-11 a.m. 
Room 314 

 

 

In attendance: Ed Ho, Jeff Smart, Steve Harrison, Stacy Eddings, Susannah Burt, 
Christy Porucznik, Tricia Winder 
Guest: Erin Johnson 
Excused: Brenda Ahlemann, Craig PoVey  
 

Minutes 
 

I. Welcome  
 

II. Review Minutes  
a. No quorum present. 

 
III. Review Action Items 

a. Will review next meeting. 
 

IV. BRFSS 
a. Nine questions are on for Rx drugs from DOH. 
b. The Workgroup will need to submit questions by July. 
c. Jennifer B? is supposed to get Susannah 30-day adult drinking use report 

by district tomorrow. 
d. The Rx drug monies at the DOH will end next year. SPF may want to pick 

up paying for and analyzing the questions after those funds end.  
 
Action Item: 
♦ Before June 20th Susannah will find out what the workgroup would like to submit, 

and review which questions are already on the survey. 
 
 

V. DOH Project 
a. DSAMH will need to take to our IRB in order to fund project. 
b. Initially submitted to RWJF and was not funded. 
c. In depth study on the dissidence of opioid use/abuse. 
d. Interviewing family members, their physicians, etc... 



e. Gathering primary and contributing causes of death, history of substance 
abuse, chronic pain, mental illness, other medical conditions/surgeries, any 
treatment for SA, what were medications ass. with SA treatment, reason 
for using (pain or recreational), friends aware of risk, presence of sleep 
apnea, etc.... 

f. Goal is to get at least 100 data sets (people) collected. 
g. Study will be done September 2008 to September 2009. 
h. Most deaths that will be collected along the Wasatch front, however 

Susannah has asked that some data be collected in other areas of the state. 
i. Other resources: 

i. Media (“Use Only As Directed”) Campaign materials will be 
available to districts at a cost. 

ii. Putting together presentations for physicians. Can request through 
Erin as well. 

  
VI. Open Forum 

a. DOH working on creating a facts sheet for the media, and collaborating 
agencies to keep the Rx drug data messaging consistent. 

b. Death Certificates – codes pulling include accidental, undetermined intent 
poisoning codes – larger data set. 

c. Certifying official codes for other deaths (usually physician). 
d. Some show undetermined death without having seen the medical 

examiner. 
e. All accidental overdoses are supposed to go to the Medical Examiner. 
f. Deaths in urban areas could probably be broken down to “small areas” 

(40,000? geographically defined by DOH). 
g. DOH is working on finding prescribed amounts by small areas. The data 

should be analyzed within the next few months. 
h. DOH is also looking at deaths by specialty. 

 
VII. Other Items 

 
 
 

Next Meeting: Thursday, July 3, 2008 9am 
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